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>From the History of Lewis Co., WV by Smith

Progress In The Older Settlements
      One of the most important churches ever established in the county
from the standpoint of its influence over the future development of the
religious life of the people of northwestern Virginia was the Broad Run
Baptist church which began its existence in 1805. Elder John Carney, an
itinerant Baptist preacher from the Buckhannon valley, came to Duck
Creek, now in Harrison county, about four miles north of Broad Run, in
1804, and began a series of meetings among the New Jersey settlers who
had lately emigrated there. As his monthly visits continued considerable
interest was awakened in religion. Settlers who had been good Baptist in
New Jersey again felt the impulses of faith. A meeting was called for
the purpose of considering the wisdom of forming a Baptist church.
   On Feb 5, 1805, the people of the community met in a private home in
the presence of an advisory council. The meeting is said to have been
"one of  great solemnity and glorified by the conscious presence of the
Holy Spirit." An opportunity was offered for those who wished to become
members of the Baptist church, and while the congregation sang,
      "Am I a soldier of the Cross
       A follower of the Lamb-"
eight persons presented themselves for membership. The charter members
of the church were Walter Smith and wife, Job West and wife, SAMUEL
ROMINE and wife, and Solomon Wires and wife. They were declared to be
the Good Hope Baptist church. Elder Carney continued his monthly visits
to the church for some years.
    Nancy
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